
EXPLORATORY INNOVATION 
AND MOBILITY

• 19th Annual New Jersey Department of Transportation 

Research Showcase Keynote

• October 25th, 2017

• Dr. Jim Shurbutt, Federal Highway Administration



THE FHWA EXPLORATORY 
ADVANCED RESEARCH PROGRAM

• Focus on high-risk, high payoff research

• Merit review to enhance quality of research processes and 

results

• Research stakeholders involved throughout 

• Commitment to successful project handoff



WHAT IS ‘INNOVATION’?

•According to Merriam-Webster…

• The introduction of something new

• A new idea, method, or device









11/6/2017



8



And Innovation can be similar…….. 



Maybe for a breakout, which is better, and why? 





















Not Real





Innovation and 

Forensics



EXPLORATORY ADVANCED RESEARCH   
CONCERNED WITH INNOVATION 
AND MOBILITY

• Research to improve the mobility and lifestyle of those 

pedestrians with one of more impairments (blind, physical, 

cognitive)

• Includes indoors, outdoors, and transitions

• Particularly in GPS derogated environments

• Three projects were awarded ~2012



PROTOTYPE











Thanks….

FHWA EAR

ATTRI

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/advancedresearch/
https://www.its.dot.gov/research_archives/attri/index.htm

